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vicious company ; slothfulness and negligence in the perfor-
mance of one's duty. " Unseasonable wanderings expose a
man to great dangers, and by keeping him from his family
oblige him to leave the chastity of his wife and daughters
unprotected ; and moreover, his possessions are thus liable
to depredations. He may likewise be taken in the company
of thieves and punished with them. A passion for shows
draws a man from his occupations, and hinders him from
gaining his livelihood. In gambling success is followed by
intrigues and quarrels, loss by bitterness and sorrow of heart
as well as dilapidation of fortune. The gambler's word
has no weight in a court of law, he is despised by his friends
and his kinsmen, ?nd he is looked upon as ineligible for
marriage. Frequenting the company of the vicious'will lead
a man into the houses of women of ill-fame, into drunkenness
and gluttony, into deceit and robbery, and all kinds of dis-
orders. Finally the sluggard who neglects his duties fails
to acquire new property and that which he possesses dwindles
away."

VI. You shall not swear nor indulge in idle and vain
talk, but speak decently and with dignity to the purpose, or
keep silence.

" The man seeking the higher life must renounce wordly
ambition and all luxurious tastes, and uziprofitale amuse-
ments , he must refrain from idle as well as mischievous
words; he must not gossip about great people ; he must not
speak at all about meats, drinks, clothes, perfumes, couches,
equipages, women, warriors, demigods, fortune-telling, hidden
treasures, short stories, nor about empty tales concerning
things that are and things that are not."

VII. You shall not invent evil reports, nor repeat them.
You shall not carp, but look for the good sides of your fellow
beings, so that you may with sincerity defend them agains-
their enemies.

The invention of evil reports and repealing them are only
different forms of lying. "One must regard oneself as wicked
and others as good; one must therefore give up the evil in
him and try to copy the good in others." So says the
JBodhicharydvai&ra.